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So why do | talk about the benefits of failure? Simply because failure
meant a stripping away of the inessential. | stopped pretending to myself
that | was anything other than what | was, and began to direct all my
energy into finishing the only work that mattered to me. Had | really
succeeded at anything else, | might never have found the determination
to succeed in the one arena | believed | truly belonged. | was set free,
because my greatest fear had been realised, and | was still alive, and |
still had a daughter whom | adored, and | had an old typewriter and a big
idea. And so rock bottom became the solid foundation on which | rebuilt
my life.

You might never fail on the scale | did, but some failure in life is inevitable.
It is impossible to live without failing at something, unless you live so
cautiously that you might as well not have lived at all - in which case,
you fail by default.

Failure gave me an inner security that | had never attained by passing
examinations. Failure taught me things about myself that | could have
learned no other way. | discovered that | had a strong will, and more
discipline than | had suspected; | also found out that | had friends whose
value was truly above the price of rubies.

The knowledge that you have emerged wiser and stronger from setbacks
means that you are, ever after, secure in your ability to survive. You will
never truly know yourself, or the strength of your relationships, until both
have been tested by adversity. Such knowledge is a true gift, for all that it
is painfully won, and it has been worth more than any qualification | ever
earned.

- J. K. Rowling
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Q. 4.

Code : DSM-2
Subject : ENGLISH
Question Paper
Time : 3 Hours Max. Marks : 100

Write an essay on any ONE of the following in minimum 250 to maximum 300
words. It must exhibit your grasp and critical understanding of the subject in the
best possible individual style having originality of thought and expression. It must
be well-argued piece of writing coherently and sequentially with observance of
grammatical rules.

l. Are Mergers the only solution to revive debt-ridden banks?
[I.  Growing Intolerance in the world

lll.  Today India Needs ‘Harmony in Diversity’

IV.  The Cry of Transgenders

V.  Media’s duty is to inform public, not manufacture opinion

Imagine you are a Deputy Section Officer in Legal Department, Government
of Gujarat. Your department has been very recently allotted three additional
clerks keeping in view the long pending demand of the department. Your senior
officer has sought your opinion about scheduling the needful initial training for
these clerks to ensure their proper acquaintance with the work procedure of the
department. Write a letter, in about 150 words, to your senior officer offering
needful suggestions.

Write a report in about 200 words on your visit to a Lok Adalat recently held in
one of the districts of the state.

Reflect on the following picture with meaningful observations in about 150 words.
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Draft a farewell speech, in about 150 words, to be delivered by the honorable
Chief Justice of Gujarat High Court.

Write a precis of the following passage in about one-third of its original length.

Grassland is an area in which the vegetation is dominated by a nearly continuous
cover of grasses. Grasslands occur in environments conducive to the growth of
this plant cover but not to that of taller plants, particularly trees and shrubs.
Grasslands are one of the most widespread of all the major vegetation types
of the world. This is so, however, only because human manipulation of the land
has significantly altered the natural vegetation, creating artificial grasslands of
cereal crops, pastures, and other areas that require some form of repetitious,
unnatural disturbance such as cultivation, heavy grazing, burning, or mowing
to persist. This discussion, however, concentrates on natural and nearly natural
grasslands.

The most extensive natural grasslands can be thought of as intermediates in
an environmental gradient, with forests at one end and deserts at the other.
Forests occupy the most favourable environments, where moisture is adequate
for growth and survival of a tall, dense vegetation dominated by trees. Deserts
are found where moisture is so lacking that a continuous, permanent vegetation
cover cannot be maintained. Grasslands lie between these two extremes.

Like the savannas, deserts, and scrublands into which they commonly blend,
grasslands arose during the period of cooling and drying of the global climate,
which occurred almost 65.5 million years ago. The date of earliest appearance
of grasslands varies from region to region. In several regions a succession of
vegetation types can be recognized in the Cenozoic fossil record, as climate
dried out progressively. For example, in central Australia during the past 50
million years tropical rainforest gave way successively to savanna, grassland,
and, finally, desert. In some places expansion of grasslands to something
approaching their modern extent occurred only during the extremely cold,
dry intervals — called ice ages in north temperate regions — of the past two
million years.
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Read the following passage carefully and answer questions that follow.
(5x2=10)

The Milky Way is a large barred spiral galaxy. All the stars we see in the night sky
are in our own Milky Way Galaxy. Our galaxy is called the Milky Way because it
appears as a milky band of light in the sky when you see it in a really dark area.
It is very difficult to count the number of stars in the Milky Way from our position
inside the galaxy. Our best estimates tell us that the Milky Way is made up of
approximately 100 billion stars. These stars form a large disk whose diameter is
about 100,000 light years. Our Solar System is about 25,000 light years away
from the center of our galaxy. We live in the suburbs of our galaxy. Just as the
Earth goes around the Sun, the Sun goes around the center of the Milky Way.
It takes 250 million years for our Sun and the solar system to go all the way
around the center of the Milky Way.

Several different telescopes, both on the ground and in space, have taken
images of the disk of the Milky Way by taking a series of pictures in different
directions — a bit like taking a panoramic picture with your camera or phone.
The concentration of stars in a band adds to the evidence that the Milky Way is
a spiral galaxy. If we lived in an elliptical galaxy, we would see the stars of our
galaxy spread out all around the sky, not in a single band.

Questions:

1. By what name is our galaxy known and why?

2 Why is it mentioned that we live in the suburbs of our galaxy?
3 How can it be said that the Milky Way is a spiral galaxy?

4. Which word in the passage means ‘an all-encompassing’ view?
5

Give a suitable title to the passage.

Do as directed: (15x1=15)
1. Most major cities __ significantly over the last 30 years.

A. grew

B. have grown

C. will grow

D. will be growing

E. would have been growing
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2. They will demolish the entire block. (Change the voice)
A. The entire block is being demolished by them.
B. The block may be demolished entirely by them.
C. The entire block will have to be demolished by them.
D. The entire block will be demolished by them.
E. The entire block should be demolished by them.
3.  She said, “We went for a summer trip.” (Change the narration)
A. She said that they went for a summer trip.
B. She said that they were on a summer trip.
C. She said that they had gone for a summer trip.
D. She said they went for a summer trip.
E. She said that we had gone for a summer trip.
4. How childish your talks are! (Transform the sentence into assertive)
A. Your talks could be childish.
B. Your talks should be childish.
C. Your talks are not childish.
D. Your talks are very childish.
E. Your talks may be childish.

5.  Last summer we went on cruise in the Caribbean. Among

islands we visited were Bermuda and the Bahamas.
A. (no article), the

B. a,the

C. the, (no article)

D. (no article), (no article)

E. the, the




The report concludes sadly that students have knowledge of

traffic rules.

A. very few, some
B. both, whole

C. every, no

D. none, any

E. neither, nor

The girl is leaning ___ the wall.
on

above

with

against

mo o w »

in

We have to __ these mosquitoes in order to sleep without being
interrupted. (Select the correct phrasal verb)

A. counton

B. cutdown

C. do without

D. fall in with

E. doaway with

At arm’s length (Select the correct meaning of the given idiomatic

expression)

A. Length of arm
At a distance
Insult

To hit

m o o w

Give respect




10.

11.

12.

13.

Select the correct meaning of the administrative term ‘accrual’.
A. Addition

B. Dismiss

C. Punish
D. Spend
E. Damage

Select the correct synonym of fostering’.

A. Nurturing
B. Neglecting
C. Ignoring

D. Penalizing
E. Purchasing

Select the correct antonym of ‘stagnant’.

A. Slack

B. Sluggish
C. Energetic
D. Lethargic
E. Weary

Select the correct one word substitution for ‘A hundred year old man’.
A. Century

B. Centurion

C. Cent

D. Centenarian

E. Centinary




14. He wants to go outside, the is wet or dry.
A. weather, weather
B. whether, whether
C. whether, weather
D. weather, whether
E. None of the above
15. The children listened as the teacher told the _ about the cat with
no__
A. Tale, tale
B. Tail, tail
C. Tale, tail
D. Tail, tale
E. None of the above

Translate the following passage from Guijarati to English:
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